
[Date] 
 
The Honorable [Name] 
U.S. [Senator or Congressman/woman] 
Address 
Washington, DC [ZIP] 
 
By fax to [Fax number] 
 
Dear [Senator or Congressman/woman] [Last name]: 
 
I am writing to strongly urge you to work to maintain federal funding for public broadcasting 
through the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Public broadcasting has never faced so great a threat 
to its funding, and America has never needed public broadcasting more than it does today. 
 
Local public television and radio stations are critically important to me and to the 170 million Americans 
who access public broadcasting services each month. The small cost per person - annually $1.35 per 
citizen - is far outweighed by the benefits we all get from having a strong public broadcasting system to 
address our local community needs and provide services unmet elsewhere. 
 
Public broadcasting is one of the most successful public/private partnerships in America, with $6 in local 
support matching every $1 invested by the federal government. Cutting off federal dollars would have a 
cascade effect that would be catastrophic to the millions of people like me who use public broadcasting 
every day. 
 
There are well over 1,000 local public television and radio stations in America, representing some of the 
last locally-owned, locally-staffed and locally-programmed media outlets in this country. These stations 
are in every community across the country and employ some 21,000 people.  
 
Public broadcasting is an essential service to the American people. Without public broadcasting, our 
communities would lose access to the safe-haven of children’s non-commercial educational content, the 
in-depth news and public affairs programming, access to the world of arts and cultural locally, nationally 
and internationally, and the local voice that weaves the diverse perspectives of our communities together.  
 
In addition to the unparalleled programming offered by local public broadcasters, local stations are 
maximizing digital technology and their universal reach to provide critical resources to local 
communities. For example, public radio stations provide reading services for the blind, public television 
stations partner with state and local departments of education to provide teachers with on-line educational 
resources aligned with state standards, and both television and radio stations provide critical and targeted 
emergency communications in the wake of a disaster. Without federal funding, these critical resources 
will disappear, disenfranchising millions of Americans who depend on these services.  
 
The minimal federal investment in public broadcasting stations ensures free and universal access to a 
wide array of high quality, educational, non-commercial content and services. These services are too 
valuable to lose. 
 
As a constituent who highly values the programming and services of my local public broadcasters, I urge 
you to oppose any efforts to eliminate funding for public broadcasting. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Name 
Home Address 
Home City, State ZIP 


