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Chairman Durbin, Ranking Member Graham and members of the Subcommittee:   
 

We submit this testimony for the record on behalf of the Asian Pacific American Legal Center, 
Asian American Justice Center, Asian American Institute, and Asian Law Caucus, as members 
of the Asian American Center for Advancing Justice (hereafter “Advancing  Justice”). The 
mission of the Asian American Center for Advancing Justice is to promote a fair and equitable 
society for all by working for civil and human rights and empowering Asian Americans and 
Pacific Islanders (AAPI) and other underserved communities.  
 
Advancing  Justice  is  heartened  by  the  Subcommittee’s  leadership  in  holding  this  critical  and  
timely hearing.  We are concerned about the unjust, ineffective and counterproductive practice of 
racial profiling and, in particular, the many policies and programs throughout the nation that 
encourage or incentivize such discriminatory law enforcement practices.  Regardless of whether 
it is framed or manifested as the war on drugs, immigration enforcement, or counterterrorism 
efforts, racial profiling is wrong.  Accordingly, Advancing Justice respectfully urges you to 
support  the  “End  Racial  Profiling  Act  (S.1670)”  and  institute  a  federal  ban  on  profiling  based  on  
race, religion, ethnicity, and national origin at the federal, state, and local levels. 
 
Racial profiling occurs whenever law enforcement agents use race, religion, ethnicity, or national 
origin as a factor in deciding whom they should investigate, arrest or detain, except where these 
characteristics are part of a specific suspect description.  The practice relies on the flawed 
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assumption that a particular crime is most likely to be committed by members of a particular 
racial, ethnic, religious, or national group. 
 
Such practices are counterproductive, waste public resources and violate the civil and human 
rights of persons living in the United States. Moreover, the practice diverts precious law 
enforcement resources away from smart, targeted, behavior-based investigations. Singling people 
out on the basis of their race, ethnicity, religion, national origin or perceived citizenship or 
immigration status is in direct breach of the founding principles of this country.  As long as racial 
profiling remains a widespread practice amongst law enforcement, the rule of law, national 
security, and the dignity of all Americans will be compromised. 
 
 
Racial Profiling in AAPI Communities 
 
There is a long and tragic trajectory of racial and religious profiling that has, and continues to, 
negatively impact AAPI communities.  Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have been 
targeted for heightened scrutiny by the government based on race, religion, ethnicity, national 
origin, or nationality. Examples include the internment of Japanese Americans during World 
War II; profiling of AAPI youth as gang members; racial and religious discrimination following 
September 11, such as surveillance and discrimination of Arab, Middle Eastern, Muslim, Sikh, 
and South Asian Americans, additional and invasive searches of travelers, and targeted detention 
and deportation of AAPI immigrants, many of whom have U.S. citizen children and are 
productive members of American society; and immigration enforcement initiatives, including 
state  laws  such  as  Arizona’s  SB 1070, Georgia’s  HB 87,  and  Alabama’s  HB 56. 
 
Not only does racial profiling waste limited government resources by misdirecting scrutiny to 
innocent individuals, it also seriously erodes trust between law enforcement agencies and AAPI 
communities.  The practice of racial profiling by federal, state and local agencies has resulted in 
a heightened fear of law enforcement in our community. Law enforcement agencies that resort to 
faulty investigative tools such as profiling are less likely to use and develop reliable and proven 
skills, such as intelligence or behavior-spotting.  Criminal investigations are flawed and hindered 
because people and communities impacted by these stereotypes are less likely to cooperate with 
agencies they have grown to mistrust. As a result, fear and distrust of law enforcement develops 
within a community, undermining its ability to work effectively. In effect, racial profiling makes 
our communities, and ultimately all communities, less safe. 

Recently, the tragic death of Trayvon Martin has put racial profiling front-and-center in the 
national consciousness. This case is a chilling reminder of the ongoing specter of racial prejudice 
and discrimination – and  that  justice  is  often  elusive  for  those  who  are  considered  “suspicious”  
or  “other.”  In 1982, against the milieu of fierce economic competition with Japan, Vincent Chin, 
a Chinese American man celebrating his upcoming wedding was beaten to death with a baseball 
bat by two white auto workers who presumed Chin was Japanese.  The perpetrators never spent a 
day in jail. 
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Conclusion 

We must ensure that history does not repeat itself.  Advancing Justice respectfully urges the 
Committee to move swiftly and take concrete actions to prohibit racial profiling at the federal, 
state and local level:  
 

 Congress should  pass  the  “End  Racial  Profiling  Act (S.1670)”  and institute a federal ban 
on profiling based on race, religion, ethnicity and national origin at the federal, state and 
local levels.  

 The Subcommittee should urge the Department of Justice to amend its 2003 Guidance 
Regarding the Use of Race by Federal Law Enforcement Agencies to apply to profiling 
based on religion and national origin, remove national and border security loopholes, 
cover law enforcement surveillance activities, apply to state and local law enforcement 
agencies acting in partnership with federal agencies or receiving federal funds, and make 
the guidance enforceable. 

Thank you again for holding this critical and timely hearing and for the opportunity to express 
the views of Advancing Justice. We welcome the opportunity for further dialogue and discussion 
about these important issues. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Asian Pacific American Legal Center 
Asian American Justice Center 
Asian American Institute 
Asian Law Caucus 
 
~Members of the Asian American Center for Advancing Justice~ 
 


