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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

Local On-Location Filming Slips Slightly Ahead of Summer  
 

TV Drama and Reality Losses Offset by Strong Feature and Commercials Results 
 
 
LOS ANGELES – July 3, 2012 – FilmL.A. -- the not-for-profit community benefit 
organization that coordinates permits for filmed entertainment shot on-location in the 
City of Los Angeles, unincorporated parts of Los Angeles County and other local 
jurisdictions -- today announced that overall on-location production slipped slightly last 
quarter compared to the same period last year (11,209 PPD in 2012 vs. 11,260 PPD in 
2011, for a difference of 0.4 percent)*.   
 
Continuing a months-long trend, the Television category suffered double-digit losses 
due to changes in the local production landscape.  The Television category slipped 15.4 
percent for the period (3,405 PPD in 2012 vs. 4,024 in 2011), led by lackluster numbers 
in the subcategories of TV Drama (down 39.2 percent to 581 PPD) and TV Reality 
(down 16.8 percent to 1,461 PPD).  The TV Sitcoms category was up considerably (up 
35.6 percent to 274 PPD), reflecting L.A.’s reaffirmed dominance in this production 
segment.  Production for TV Pilots was also up in the second quarter (up 36.8 percent 
to 253 PPD), thanks to pilot season’s slow start this year.        
 
The latest production figures for Television are best understood in the context of 
industry changes.  As indicated in FilmL.A.’s 2012 Television Pilot Production Report, 
the Los Angeles region continues to lose TV Drama production share to other North 
American jurisdictions.  Additionally, although L.A. is home to almost all of television’s 
new and continuing comedy series, many of these shows are soundstage-bound, and 
therefore not counted in FilmL.A.’s quarterly surveys of local on-location production.    
 
“For many years, we’ve relied on Television to backfill the hole left by the flight of 
feature film production from the L.A. region.  Television has been our bread and butter, 
but with Sacramento’s inaction to stem our losses, other states and countries are eating 
off our plate,” said FilmL.A. President Paul Audley. 
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The California Film & Television Tax Credit Program, which brought five state-qualified 
television projects to Los Angeles last quarter, did little to prop up the ailing category.  
State-qualified projects, including Major Crimes, Pretty Little Liars, Rizzoli and Isles and 
Switched at Birth, contributed 61 PPD across various television subcategories, 
representing 1.8 percent of total TV days logged during the quarter.    
 
On-location Feature production increased 9.1 percent for the quarter (1,750 PPD in 
2012 vs. 1,604 PPD in 2011).  The California Film & Television Tax Credit Program 
delivered a predictable boost to the category; from April through June, state-qualified 
Feature projects generated 160 PPD for the region, representing 9.1 percent of the 
quarterly total. In effect, the state’s incentive was wholly responsible for the Feature 
category’s second-quarter growth.  Incentivized Feature projects included The Bling 
Ring, Look of Love, and Stand Up Guys. 
 
Production in the Commercials category increased 28.1 percent for the quarter (1,901 
PPD in 2012 vs. 1,484 PPD in 2011), continuing its strong performance seen 
throughout 2011.  Commercial producers cited the upcoming Summer Olympic Games 
as a significant driver of the commercial production increase. 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
About FilmL.A. 
 
FilmL.A. is a private, not-for-profit community benefit organization that coordinates and 
processes permits for on-location motion picture, television and commercial production under 
contract to an ever increasing roster of public-sector clients in the Los Angeles region. Our 
organization works to strike a balance between the needs and interests of the entertainment 
industry and the neighborhoods affected by on-location production. Ongoing community 
relations is a key component of the service FilmL.A. provides. In today's highly competitive, 
global entertainment production market, FilmL.A.'s services help the Los Angeles region retain 
its status as the entertainment production capital of the world. 
 
*  On-location production figures are based on days of permitted production within the 
jurisdictions served by FilmL.A. One permitted production day (PPD) is defined as a single 
crew’s permission to film a single project at a single defined location during any given 24-hour 
period. This data does not include production that occurs on certified sound stages or on-
location in jurisdictions not served by FilmL.A. Overall figures include production of feature films, 
television programs, commercials, documentaries, industrial videos, infomercials, music videos, 
still photography, student films and miscellaneous production. 
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About this Report  
 
 

This report is the product of inde-
pendent research conducted by 

FilmL.A., a private, not-for-profit 
community benefit organization that 
coordinates and processes permits for 
on-location motion picture, television 

and commercial production under 
contract to an ever-increasing roster 

of public-sector clients in the Los 
Angeles region.  

 
Although film production activity can 
be measured in a variety of ways, our 

preferred unit of measure is the 
permitted production day (PPD).  One 

PPD is defined as a single crew’s 
permission to film a single project, at 
a single defined location, during any 

given 24-hour period.   
 

In addition to researching matters of 
interest to entertainment industry 

leaders and local government repre-
sentatives, FilmL.A. offers counsel to 
local governments on how to enhance 

the environment for filming in the 
greater Los Angeles region. 

 
Ongoing community relations is a key 

component of the service FilmL.A. 
provides. The organization works to 
strike a balance between the needs 
and interests of the entertainment 
industry and the neighborhoods af-
fected by on-location production.  

 
In today's highly competitive, global 
entertainment production market, 
our services help the Los Angeles 

region retain its status as the enter-
tainment production capital of the 

world.  
 
 
 

NOTE:  FilmL.A. updated its produc-
tion tracking tools at the beginning of 
2008.  This adjustment significantly 
changed how FilmL.A. tracks and 

reports on local production activity.  
We therefore caution against making 
direct comparisons between this data 
and data published in older FilmL.A. 

reports (1993-2007). 
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On-Location Production Report 
7.2.12 

Recent Permitted Production Days (PPD) by Type 

 Q1 Q2 Q3  Q4 TOTAL (YTD) 

Features        11.5% 

  -  2011 880 1,604 2,079 1,119 2,484 

  -  2012 1,019 1,750   2,769 

  -  Year/Year Diff.  15.8% 9.1% 49.9% -26.4%  

Television        12.0%  

  -  2011 4,701 4,024 4,304 4,320 8,725 

  -  2012 4,277 3,405   7,682 

  -  Year/Year Diff.  -9.0% -15.4% 5.8% -10.6%  

Commercials       18.0% 

  -  2011 2,083 1,484 1,726 1,786 3,567 

  -  2012 2,309 1,901   4,210 

  -  Year/Year Diff.  10.8% 28.1% 16.5% 7.7%  

Others         2.2%  

  -  2011 3,940 4,148 3,101 4,185 8,088 

  -  2012 3,755 4,153   7,908 

  -  Year/Year Diff.  -4.7% 0.1% 11.7% 13.1%  

      1.3%  

  -  2011 11,604 11,260 11,210 11,410 22,864 

  -  2012 11,360 11,209   22,569 

  -  Year/Year Diff.  -2.1% -0.4% 15.4% -2.6%  

TOTAL (All Categories)   

Recent PPD for Top Television Subcategories 

 Q1 Q2 Q3  Q4 TOTAL (YTD) 

TV Drama       27.5%  

  -  2011 1,264 956 1,132 1,065 2,220 

  -  2012 1,029 581   1,610 

  -  Year/Year Diff.  -18.6% -39.2% -20.3% -29.9%  

TV Sitcom       27.8% 

  -  2011 360 202 412 365 562 

  -  2012 444 274   718 

  -  Year/Year Diff.  23.3% 35.6% 12.6% -46.3%  

TV Reality       18.1%  

  -  2011 1,930 1,755 1,986 1,539 3,685 

  -  2012 1,558 1,461   3,019 

  -  Year/Year Diff.  -19.3% -16.8% 30.4% -11.5%  

       4.4% 

  -  2011 378 185 98 117 563 

  -  2012 335 253   588 

  -  Year/Year Diff.  -11.4% 36.8% 88.5% -18.2%  

TV Pilot  


